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DST INDIA - RESEARCH COUNCILS UK
SCIENCE BRIDGES AWARDS INDIA
GUIDANCE NOTES FOR APPLICANTS.

These notes are intended to provide a guide for the format, content and submission process for RCUK/DST Science Bridge Awards with India. If you have any queries about your application, please contact us quoting your outline or full application reference number. Contacts are listed at the end of this document. 
Key dates:

16:00 BST, 1st September 2008 - Closing date for full applications to RCUK
1st September 2008 – Closing date for applications to DST India.

Early November 2008 – Joint Review Panel meeting.

December 2008 – Letters of Intent and offer letters issued.

January 2009 onwards – Science Bridge Awards start.
Process:  
Following the outcome of the Panel discussions in the UK and India, it has been agreed that your proposal will be invited for a full submission. 
Please see the original call document for information about how to apply:

http://www.rcuk.ac.uk/international/sciencebridges.htm and 

http://www.serc-dst.org for India
When you have submitted your full application, it will be sent for peer review and assessed by up to 5 independent reviewers based in India and/or the UK. The investigators from the UK and India need to submit jointly the full proposal in a common format designed for this purpose. We will not accept any late applications. 
You will be required to provide 3 reviewers yourself. We will try to ensure a representative balance of reviews from the UK and India. All comments that we receive in time will be sent to you so that you may correct for any factual inaccuracies. Your response will be taken into account at the Panel meeting. There may be a presentation by the Investigator before members of a Panel for Science Bridges Awards. 
The Panel will comprise a number of independent experts who will examine your application, the reviewers’ comments and the applicant response. The Panel will decide, using this information and their own judgement, a ranking order of applications based on priority for funding.
Up to £4m (at 80% full economic cost) is available from RCUK to support Science Bridge Awards in each of 3 countries (USA, China, India). Up to £4m is available from DST to support partner bids in India and a parallel submission and review process will operate. EPSRC and DST India will share referee information, the application and referee reports with each as part of this shared review process. The joint peer review Panel for Science Bridge applications with India will have representation from DST. RCUK expects to make up to 4 Science Bridge Awards in each country.
Your application: 
A Science Bridge is intended to be an innovation-led partnership which deepens existing links and accelerates the deployment of innovation through the transfer of knowledge, skills and expertise from the research base to users such as business, industry and policy makers. 

As this is a joint application to DST and EPSRC, applicants should ensure that identical applications are submitted by the closing date to DST and EPSRC. The UK application should be submitted through Je-S and the DST application should be a hard copy of the UK Je-S form and attachments; both must include financial and project information for both UK and India parts of the joint project.
For UK partners, the Science Bridges Awards application must comply with current Research Council guidelines on format and content. Further information is available on the Je-S website (‘About Je-S’) and in the EPSRC Funding Guide on the EPSRC website (www.epsrc.ac.uk). 
UK partners will submit the joint proposal using the Research Councils’ Joint electronic Submission (Je-S) System (https://je-s.rcuk.ac.uk/).  Instructions on submission procedures have been made available to the UK Bridge partner.
The Indian lead partner in India will submit the identical proposal (10 copies) using the same common proposal format to DST within the stipulated date for processing as per requirements of DST India (http://www.serc-dst.org).  

You should title the application ‘RCUK-DST India Science Bridge’ followed by the proposal title. 

The Full Proposal must contain the following:

· The Proposal must be written in a common format and submitted through the Je-S application form to EPSRC by the UK partner and submitted in hardcopy to the DST  by the Indian partner;

In addition to this summary information provided independently for each side, the submission to the DST and to EPSRC should have identical information in the form of the ‘Case for Support’ comprising the following:

· 2 A4 sides describing the applicant track record. This must include a list of top ten relevant supporting publications produced in the last 5 years. 
· 6 A4 sides describing the Science Bridge work. It is important that this includes a description of how IP is to be shared and managed between UK and India partners;

The following attachments are required:

· 1 A4 side diagrammatic work plan;

· 1 A4 side justification of resources;
Additional material is required for Science Bridge applications as follows:

· A Host Organisation Statement from the Pro-VC or equivalent of the UK institution, indicating their commitment to Science Bridges and how this will be delivered. 
· Up to 2 letters of support from the key India institution(s) with whom you are building the Science Bridge. One of these must be a Host Organisation Statement from the Pro-VC or equivalent of the India institution, indicating their commitment to Science Bridges and how this will be delivered. You may reuse your outline letters of support if these remain relevant.
· The joint application form detailing the funding requested from DST; 
· A statement of agreement from the UK and India PI, providing written assurances that both parties are fully engaged in the Science Bridge and agree to deliver the work programme as described. This should be attached as an additional Letter of Support;

See also: http://www.epsrc.ac.uk/ResearchFunding/HowToApply
It is a requirement that each successful Science Bridge has in place a full collaboration agreement between all UK and India partners within 3 months of announced start date. You should therefore ensure that these negotiations are established before you submit your proposal. We do not require a copy of an agreement with your application.

Please note: We do not require CVs, supporting technical annexes, letters from UK partners or separate lists of publications. Any excess material will be removed from your application. If you wish to refer to additional supporting information, please use a web-link in your case for support but we cannot guarantee that the reviewers will consider additional web material. Our Panel papers are converted and copied in greyscale/black and white, therefore colour material will not be accurately reproduced. We require the use of minimum 11pt Arial font on A4 pages with 2cm borders on all pages.
After submitting your application:
When we receive your application through Je-S, you cannot make any amendments or additions. Therefore please make sure that all letters of support are secured well in advance of the closing date. 

We will contact you if there is a problem with your application. Any delay in your proposal will jeopardise the quantity of reviews we receive on your application which may affect the final panel decision. 

When we have completed initial checks, it will be sent to peer review. It is helpful if you have secured agreement to review from your own nominated referees. 
Assessing your proposal:
Your proposal will be assessed according to the criteria outlined in the Call for Proposals and the Appendix to the Call. This is available on the RCUK website, http://www.rcuk.ac.uk/international/sciencebridges.htm
Referees will also be looking for:

· The potential impact of the Bridge to promote knowledge exchange and innovation;

· The extent of risk and adventure in the Bridge and how risk is managed in the wider context of activities;

· The nature, strength and potential value of the collaboration;

· The strength of the partnership and the quality of the individual groups involved;

· The quality and planning of the management of the Bridge, including IP management;

· Potential to contribute to knowledge exploitation and the transfer of innovation to users.

You should ensure that your proposal addresses all these factors as far as possible. You should indicate milestones towards delivery of work packages or tasks. These will be part of the ongoing assessment of the Science Bridge and further information will be made available regarding evaluation and reporting if your bid is successful.
We regret that we cannot offer a proofing service or review drafts prior to submission.

After the Panel meeting:
We will not have firm decisions immediately after the Panel meeting. Please be patient if we cannot offer specific guidance at this time, but we will contact you as soon as possible with information.

Further help and advice:

You can track the progress of your application through the Grants on the Web service: http://gow.epsrc.ac.uk/ProgressCheck.aspx
There are some Frequently Asked Questions in the following section. If these do not answer your query, please contact us. Our details are shown at the end of this document. 
Check list:

Please ensure you have included all the following documents and checked these requirements before submitting your application:

(
(
A fully completed Je-S form (hardcopy to DST);

(
The Case for Support 
(
Attachments of a 1 side diagrammatic work plan and 1 side Justification of Resources;
(
The UK Host Organisation Statement;

(
Up to 2 India letters of support from academic or business partners including the India Host Organisation Statement
(
Annex of joint application form containing India funding details;
(
A statement of agreement from the UK and India PI which clearly commits each institution to fully supporting delivery of the Science Bridge;
(
Ensure you have named PI and Co-I in India under ‘Project Partners’ with an approximate value of the financial request to DST as the contribution;

(
Ensure your title begins, ‘RCUK-DST India Science Bridge’.

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS:
Q: Does the Principal Investigator have to be a senior officer of the university?

A: No, we have removed this requirement for the full application stage. The named Principal Investigator should be the UK lead manager of the Science Bridge and will be the main point of contact for EPSRC correspondence.
Q: What UK letters are required?

A: We ask for a host Organisation Statement from the UK holding institution which outlines the perceived value of the Bridge to the institution and the support which is to be associated with this if the bid is successful. This should be signed at pro-VC level or equivalent.
Q What Indian letters of support are required?

A: As well as the UK letter described in the previous question, you should provide up to 2 letters of support from partners in India, including an India Host Organisation Statement.

Q What additional joint paperwork is required?

A: In addition to the above, you will need a statement of agreement from the participating UK and India applicants.

Q: What UK costs can I claim as part of the Science Bridge application?

A: Funding is provided to UK and Indian institutions and may be spent so as to maximise interactions and all costs should be well justified and appropriate to the ambitions of the project. Applicants should refer to the appropriate agency website for further guidance on eligible costs.
Q: What costs can partners claim?

A: Non-academic partners may claim reasonable costs associated with their membership of the Bridge; e.g. travel and subsistence, access to infrastructure, samples, data or equipment etc. 

Q: What costs can Indian partners claim as part of their Science Bridges application?

A: India Bridge partners can claim costs in India directly from DST. 

Q: How should I manage IPR issues?
A: The Bridge should ensure that sufficient ownership protection is agreed with UK and India partners before the Bridge commences. Several model agreements are publicly available. See for example:

http://www.innovation.gov.uk/lambertagreements
Costs to register, protect and maintain IP during the lifetime of the Bridge funding may be sought from Bridge funds. This may include reasonable costs of third parties to perform IP maintenance, both in the UK and overseas, but will not include legal costs to defend IP infringements.
Q: Will the Panel make funding cuts to my application?

A: We recommend that Panels do not make cuts to applications, although a Panel may suggest that some activities are redesigned to better fit the objectives of the Science Bridge, or propose rebalancing funds around existing activities. Value for money is a criterion for assessment and you should not risk over-inflating your application. Your proposal will be judged as it is presented.

Q: What is a ‘Justification of Resources?’
A: This is a 1 side of A4 description and justification of the need for the resources you have requested. You should provide enough information to enable the reviewers to be satisfied that there is a genuine and necessary requirement for what you have asked for, and that it could not be achieved in a more cost-effective way. The EPSRC website has more information.

Q: How will the Bridge be monitored?
A: RCUK will issue guidelines on the evaluation and monitoring of the Science Bridge Awards. This will be available on the RCUK website. You should ensure you have clearly stated how the project will deliver during its lifetime.
Q: Is there funding available to help put together a full proposal?

A: There is no funding available to UK applicants to put together a Science Bridge proposal with India.
Contacts:
Please contact us if you are unsure about any aspect of your application. 

DST India Programme Manager – Dr V Rao Aiyagari Rao, Email: venktesh@nic.in and Dr A Mukhopadhyay, Email: tsd@nic.in.

Director, RCUK Office in India – Dr Alicia Greated

Email: alicia.greated@rcuk.ac.uk
EPSRC (UK) Programme Manager – Edward Clarke. 

Email edward.clarke@epsrc.ac.uk
RCUK Scheme Owner – Sophie Laurie

Email sophie.laurie@rcuk.ac.uk
